
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In Christ” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “In This Together,” is number 35 in the series.  You will find the order of worship 
for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    ContemporaryWorship
  5:00 p.m.    Youth
  5:00 p.m.    The Oaks

Monday:
   9:00 a.m.   College Brunch
   7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 
a.m. for all ages. To 
learn more about 
Adult Sunday School 
classes, call Amy 
Wilson Feltz at 
672-7893 or send 
her an e-mail to 
amywi l son fe l tz@
aldersgateabilene.
org.

      
Tuesday:  
  Noon           Women’s Luncheon
  6:00 p.m.      Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
   7:00 p.m.      Chancel Choir

Thursday:
    6:30 a.m.     Men’s Breakfast
    6:00 p.m.     Bowie Festival

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Youth Ministry: Mystery Ramble 2015!
    Summer is on its way, and our first 
big youth group event is almost upon 
us! Middle schoolers, get ready for the 
JUNIOR HIGH MYSTERY RAMBLE! 
Obviously, I am not going to tell you 
where we are going, but I can tell you 
that it is going to be a blast! We will head 
off into the great unknown and have 
some super great adventures together! 
This will be the perfect introduction to 
youth group for incoming 6th Graders! 
Join us from June 15th-17th as we focus  
on having a fun trip and living out the 
mission of Christ at the same time. 

      I can’t give anything else away, but be sure to sign up by May 24th! Registration forms are available at the 
church. See Daniel Mathis or me for more information. — Phoebe Head 
                                                                                                                              



College Ministry:  Jars Today & Brunch Tomorrow
    This past week I spent a few nights sitting in Starbucks 
finishing up one of my classes. But I couldn’t help but 
notice the many students around me, some of whom I 
even saw on multiple occasions. Except these students 
didn’t seem to be gathering to enjoy an espresso and 
friendship; they gathered to focus on their schoolwork. 
Seeing them in Starbucks reminded me of their need 
to be noticed, to be affirmed, and to be encouraged. 
As students conclude their classes this week with 
final exams, projects, and papers, will you join me in 
remembering them in our prayers?

    And to our college students – you are invited to a free brunch tomorrow morning, Monday, May 4th,  
from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. Feel free to come and go before or after your exams. We have many people who 
would like to serve you this meal and encourage you as you complete your last week of the semester. Also, 
as you leave Aldersgate today, make sure to stop by the table in the hallway to receive a special “Energy in a 
Jar” gift that we have prepared as a special gift to you as you spend long hours studying this week.  
                                                                                                                                 — Kyle Watson

     This year our VBS will take place  June 1-4 from 6:00-8:30 
p.m. and the theme will be Fun Run with this verse as our main 
scripture: 

            “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race,  
             I have kept the faith!”           2 Timothy 4:7                             
                                                                            
    We are really looking forward to an exciting time of learning 
and fun with the kids, and as always, we really need your help!  
Every year, I am amazed at how many people will turn up to help with VBS, and I am truly honored you 

Children’s Ministry: Vacation Bible School 

would give of your time to help children learn about the love of Jesus and have a positive time at church. 
I truly believe we are helping them make memories that will last a lifetime. There are many places you 
could help us this year, and you can sign up to help on the insert. We need people who can serve by being 
crew leaders and caring for a group of children by leading them around to each station and people to help 
in crafts, the kitchen, and with registration. If you could help in any of these ways, it is invaluable.  If you 
can’t help in those ways, but would still like to support VBS, monetary donations are always needed and 
appreciated. You also can sign up your children or grandchildren on the back of the insert and place it in 
the offering plate, and there is a registration link on our website (aldersgateabilene.org) as well if you want 
to refer your friends to it. You also can pre-order a VBS t-shirt on the registration form. Thanks for all your 
help to make VBS such a success every year! — Alayna Brooks



ALIVE in Christ: In This Together
Acts 16:16-31
Sermon Notes

Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Normal

The Peculiar embrace

God’s invitation and gift…

  Paul, Silas, Timothy, Luke and Lydia

          PRAYING AND SINGING

The fruit of together

                       Vulnerability is the birthplace of joy, creativity, belonging and love.  Brene Brown



   Academy: Staff Bonus Collections

Mission Field: The Goodness of the Garden
     As we have been walking through the biblical narrative in 
our 52-sermon series, ALIVE, we keeping coming back to God’s 
hope for us to experience the goodness of the garden. The Open 
Door Community Garden (Sth 19th and Amarillo) provides us a 
beautiful space to do just that. This summer, all are welcome to 
come to the garden on the first and third Sundays of the month at 
6:30 p.m. to enjoy each other’s company, share a delicious meal and 
attend to the needs of the crops. Come, bring your family, friends 
and neighbors, some meat to put on the grill and a side dish to 
share on June 7 and 21, July 5 and 19 and August 2 and 16 at 6:30 
p.m. And for even more family friendly fun, mark your calendars 
for the second Friday of each month this summer (June 12, July 10 
and August 14) for free community events in the garden. Check 
the Aldersgate In Action for more details as summer approaches. 
The Open Door Community Garden is a place of life and growth, 

  The goal of the Academy ministry team is to foster 
genuine relationships between our church family and 
the Academy staff, its students and their families.  
  The Academy employs 20 dedicated teachers and staff 
members who care for the 115 students who attend 
the Academy each week.  For these families, the staff 
members ARE Aldersgate United Methodist Church.
   Our ministry team would like to present a monetary 
gift to each Academy staff member in appreciation for 
her years of dedication to the students. Please consider 
participating in this congregational outreach to 

Academy staff members by making special donations for the Academy staff appreciation bonus. 
       You can designate “Academy Staff Appreciation Bonus” on your check or send a special donation to the 
attention of K.B. Woods, financial officer. Donations will be accepted until May 11th. On your behalf, the 
ministry team will present the gifts to the Academy staff in May.
    Thank you so much for participating in the Academy ministry by giving a monetary gift for staff 
appreciation bonuses.  This is one tangible way we can share with the Academy staff members how much 
we value their hard work and dedication.  
       Grace and Peace! — Pam Rosenbaum

for fruits and vegetables and for relationships. All are welcome any time, and the produce is free for the 
taking when it is ripe for the picking. Please contact Amy Wilson Feltz with any questions (amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org, (325) 660-5017). — Amy Wilson Feltz



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                      4.26.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $9,449.30 
Received Month-to-Date = $60,220.85
Received Year-to-Date = $262,063.72
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $18,107.64

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge
Mary Meadows

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 204
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 172

Total Worship Service Attendance =  376                                       
 Sunday school = 172

The Oaks = 17

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. 
Willis, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is 
available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval
Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

              In the Word                                                                                                          
                                               Pastor Steve     

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sunday:           Acts 16:16-31                                        
Monday:          Mark 6:6b-13   
Tuesday:        Luke 10:1-17          
Wednesday:    Acts 13:1-13       
Thursday         Philippians 2:1-11                           
Friday:             Ephesians 5:1-20
Saturday:         1 Peter 4:1-11    
                                 

Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:         Ezekiel 1-4        
Monday:          Ezekiel 5-8         
Tuesday:        Ezekiel 9-12        
Wednesday:     Ezekiel 13-15 
 Thursday:        Ezekiel 16-17
Friday:              Ezekiel 18-19 
 Saturday:         Ezekiel 20-21 

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue in our ALIVE 
sermon series.  

Celebration of Discipline, 
The Path To Spiritual 
Growth, by Richard J. 
Foster is the next book 
that we are inviting you 
to read as we begin the 
new year.  If you would 
like a copy, please call 
the church office at 672-7893, or 
indicate on the welcome card and we 
will order a copy for you. The price is 
$15.00. Grace and Peace!
 — Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

“And do not get drunk with wine, for that 
is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 
addressing one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody to the Lord with your heart, giving 

thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”                                   Ephesians 5:18-19

     Christ is Risen…Come on now…Christ is risen indeed!!!
     A few years back, I was struck by a quote from Dave Ramsey.  The 
financial radio talk show host said, “Broke is normal, be weird.”  In a 
day and time and culture when most people live beyond their means 
(they are broke), it is hard to live differently (below our means) to 
get ahead financially.  You will be ridiculed, made fun of and even 
criticized for your financial boundaries, but Dave’s invitation to us 
means that the weirdness will be worth it in the long run.
    Being peculiar, different, and even WEIRD is inherent with the 
Gospel and is non-negotiable for followers of Jesus.  We must grow 
accustomed and comfortable with being weird in a world that highly 
values fitting in and being normal.
      Consider the above passage.  When was the last time you addressed 
or greeted someone with the words of a psalm, hymn, or spiritual 
song?  When was the last time you winsomely wove one of these into 
your regular conversations with other followers of Jesus.  That may 
just seem flat out weird to you, but that is my point.  
     Why do you think Paul admonishes us in this way?  
    In much the same way that the sacrament of Holy Communion 
spiritually and tactilely reminds us of the reality of Christ’s presence 
with us, doing the weird work of speaking to people in this way 
becomes a sacramental act that reminds us and them of the presence 
and love of God that is always nearer than even the words we speak.  
(By the way, one of our foster kids who had never been in church 
before she was placed in our care, thinks the whole communion 
thing is very weird.  We are working with her.) 
      As we continue to walk with Jesus during this season of Easter, I 
would like to invite you to consider ways in which you might add the 
words of songs, hymns, and spiritual songs to your conversations with 
others.  Avoid being obnoxious with it but embrace the weirdness of 
it.  It will be good for your soul and the souls of others!  The weirdness 
is worth it.  Amen?  


